Minutes of Ironia PTA Meeting

April 15, 2009

This meeting was called to order at 9:20 a.m.
District Updates:  

Board of Education adopted final budget on April 1st.  The final budget is available online.  Total cuts of 21.1 full time positions.

Elementary Results:  Elimination of 1 Elementary Vice Principal at Shongum.  Elimination of 4 Elementary teachers and 3.5 Kindergarten aides.

Class size: Kindergarten class size: 18-22

Grades 1 & 2: increase from 22 to 23

Grades 3 – 5: increase from 24 to 25

The district website shows the preliminary 2009-2010 enrollment.

Technology funds were put back in the budget.  Will replace 100+ computers at High School and to continue with plans to update hardware and switches throughout the district.

Board of Education Candidates Forum:  Morris County League of Women Voters moderated a very informative evening.  Candidates answered questions that evening.

Voting:  April 21, 2009 – 2:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.

Voting locations have changed this year.  Please check website to find your new voting place.  Get the word out to vote!! Educate yourself on budget, review all information online.  Frequently Asked Questions flyer will be sent home to all families to read.  If budget is voted down, the town council will have final vote and cut more.

Committee Updates:

Ironia Elementary Cookbook – “Cooking with Class” will have 371 recipes in it.  150+ contributors, including 26 staff members.  All staff members will receive a free book.  Hopefully we should receive the cookbook in late May, early June.

Kindergarten Fun Event – Pump it Up, April 15th.  Donna Lawrence is coordinating.

Family Skate Night – April 16 at Aspen Ice.  Still have time to send in money and walk-in’s are accepted.  Kelly Kimiecik and Maryann Spagnuolo are coordinating.

4th & 5th Grade Game Night – Friday, April 24th, from 7:00 – 8:15 p.m.  Rosemary Mulligan is coordinating.

5th Grade Bowling – Tuesday, April 21st, 2:15 -4:15 at Rockaway Lanes. Renee Reimer is coordinating.

2nd Grade Fun Night – April 23rd in Ironia Cafeteria.  A fun “hoe-down” dance will be held.

Fundraising:

Market Day Program – Gina Luciano.  Our first order made approximately $237 for Ironia.  Our next order must be placed by May 15th.   Pickup will be in the Ironia gym on May 22nd from 3:45 to 4:45 pm.  Orders can be placed online at marketday.com

Spring Book Fair – Scheduled for April 16 & 17 and April 20 & 21st.  Evening hours will be held during teacher conferences.  Summer reading books will be highlighted.

Upcoming Events:

Beach Towel Fundraiser – Monday, April 13 – Monday, April 27.  Please fill out order forms and send in.  Any questions, please contact Jill Frankel.

Earth Day – Bike It/Walk It – Wednesday, April 22nd.

Kindergarten Orientation – Thursday, April 30, 9:30 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.

3rd & 4th Grade Assembly – Former NJ Devil, Grant Marshall will speak about sportsmanship both in and out of school.  Free program sponsored by NJ Devils will be held on May 4th.

Performing Panthers – Saturday, May 9 – 7:00 p.m. in the Randolph High School Auditorium.

5th Grade Car Wash – Will be held on Saturday,  May 16 – tickets $5.

Ice Cream Social – Thursday, May 21st.  Ice Cream provided by Randolph Dairy Queen.

Book Swap – Drop off  books May 27 & 28 and pick up new ones on May 29 during lunch.

Staff Appreciation Week – May 11 – 15th.  More information to follow.

Fiesta Day – will be May 19th.  A whole day of festivities, including an assembly to entertain the children.  Next year looking into “opera program” assembly.

PTA News:

Committee Chairs – Scheduling for next year.  Please email irpta if you would like to continue in your position for next year.  New committee positions will be available in the fall.  If you have any ideas for new programs or think that something should be discontinued, please let us know.

Ironia Wish List – Letter was sent to all staff asking what they would like to see for our school.  Should be published in the May Inside Ironia issue.

Misc:

PNC (Parent Network Committee) – Seminar titled “The Social Journey to Middle School – What’s Around the Bend” = April 24th, 9:30 – 10:30 in the Fernbrook cafeteria.  Mrs. Dale Baumwoll, RMS Social Studies teacher and author will host.

Next PTA meeting is scheduled for June 10, 2009 in the Ironia library.  Email any questions or concerns.  No PTA meeting in May due to NJAsk Testing.

Ms. Bourke and Mrs. Murphy:

Sent email to staff for any input or response to tell the PTA.  Staff was pleased with PTA and said “it is wonderful all that PTA does for Ironia”.  Some staff concerns:  Laptops are a big concern for entire building, “getting in/out classrooms”.  K-2 teachers – maybe another desktop in each homeroom.  The Picnic tables outside need fixing or to be replaced, there is a broken bench.  Discussed field trips.  Will be bringing more “field trips” to Ironia instead of traveling.  They thanked Michelle Renna for teacher preview and luncheon for the Spring Book Fair.  Grade Level Science is being planned for all grades.  Artwork from Ironia students are on display at Rockaway Mall from April 9 – 25th.  Lucy Calkins – a new writing workshop will supplement our L.A. curriculum will begin in September.  There will be a presentation in September.  .

Dr. Copeland:  Regarding budget, “no direct cuts for Ironia”.  Not scheduled to lose any teachers.  Purchasing 4 more smartboards  (from last years budget).

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
