Minutes of Ironia PTA Meeting
February 17, 2010

Meeting started at 9:20 a.m.

Principal’s Message – Dr. Copeland discussed how Afternoon Bus Dismissal has now been moved to the gym.  We outgrew the cafeteria.  Seems to be working nicely.

Four years ago, Dr. Copeland met with Mrs. Shorter (enrichment teacher).  He wanted to make sure genetics, biology and robotics were somehow implemented to the students.  High School students have come and taught 3rd graders about Biology.  Robotics is being taught to all 5th graders this year.  Last night, 5th grade teacher Miss Christine Brembs did a presentation on “Lego Robotics” at the Board of Education Meeting.  Kits have been purchased which teach the students how to make robots out of legos.  Miss Brembs did a wonderful presentation.  Some of the 5th grade students joined her.  Dr. Copeland mentioned these are all skills that will be needed in later years.  We are still working on the “genetics” part, thinking about horticultural in some way.
Dr. Copeland extended a big “Thank you” to the Winterfest Committee and all the volunteers for a great day.  “Best ticket in town” due to the weather!  Dr. Copeland also mentioned that Mr. Cervona will be moving up to 5th grade next year due to the big class size.  Looping will be available if individual child is interested.

PTA Staff Liaison – Mrs. Murphy & Miss Bourke
Miss Bourke complimented the PAWS Program and Winterfest.  All the classrooms were left in good shape.  With regards to the PTA Council Fashion Show Fundraiser fifteen staff are attending.  Few staff members are modeling.  Kids are real excited about the Volleyball Tournament.  It should be a fun night.  The St. Jude’s Math-a-thon will go on during the month of March.

Board of Education (BOE) News –

This Saturday, February 20, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. at RMS Auditorium the Board of Education will present  the tentative District Budget for 2010-2011.  Still many unknown factors (state aid, REA Contract, etc.)  They have a list of what and where we can cut.  Looking at all areas both large and small. Please be aware of rumors and listen at meetings.  The Board of Education does a “Road Show” taking the presentation on the road.  They will be here at our next PTA meeting on March 10th to present to us.
The District issued a press release on February 9th – Average Yearly Progress (AYP) reporting. (see attached).  Other districts show where they stand regarding state testing.  It would be nice to see more information.  Maryann Spagnuolo, PTA President spoke to Dr. Brown asking if something could be done to show how we stand and our rankings.  It will be sent in a PTA blast.

With respect to Facilities Use Policy - We did not incur any fees for Winterfest this year,   probably will change next year.

Ironia Students and Miss Brembs showcased at BOE meeting on 2/16/10.  Miss Brembs explained the Lego Robotics Program and how it is being taught to the children.  Miss Brembs received all the materials for this program through a PTA grant.

PTA News –
PTA Bylaws are up for review.  They are available for review before being submitted to the County.  Suggestions may be offered.  Only change made is PTA position names, i.e. no longer Co-Presidents.  
Board positions are available for the 2010-2011 school year.  These are two year positions.  Positions available are President, Executive Vice-President, Programs V.P and Recording Secretary.  If you are interested, please see one of the current Board members.

All Committee Chairs are asked to show all contracts to the PTA Treasurer (Ann Keane) for review.  The PTA Treasurer will be responsible for review, making payments, reporting, etc.  It is beneficial to know what is expected from the beginning.  The PTA sets the budget each year and relies on the budget plans that have been set.  Contracts may be signed by the President but copies will be filed with the Treasurer.

PTA Donations Received –

Ironia PTA received a $3,000 donation from the Kenneth J. Tedaldi Foundation.  Jen Golub (Ironia parent) recommended the Ironia PTA for this donation.  Ironia also received a $3,000 donation from Honeywell Hometown Solutions.  The PTA received this donation thanks to the generosity of an Ironia family who has made contributions to the Honeywell PAC (Political Action Committee).

PTA Fundraisers –

Market Day – this program makes about $130 a month for Ironia.  2/20/10 is the last day to order for this month.  Pickup will be Friday, 2/26 from 3:45 -4:45 in the Ironia gym.

BJ’s Membership – Forms will be coming home for BJ’s membership.  By signing up or renewing through Ironia you pay $45 plus tax and receive a 15 month membership as opposed to a 12 month membership, plus Ironia receives $5 for every membership.  If you already have a membership you can just add on to your current one.

Committee Updates –
Grade Level Family Fun Events - The following events have been organized for the following grades:

1st grade – Donna Lawrence (Chair) – Randolph Tennis Ctr. – March 4th
2nd grade – Debbie Weinstein (Chair) – Game Nights – April 22nd
5th grade – Rose Piccolo & Claudia Lubrano (Chairs) – Ironia House/DJ Party – March 12th.

PTA Programs – Coming Events
Ironia Skate Night – Will be held on Wednesday, March 10th from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  If interested in attending, please fill out and return the registration form which was sent out in the PTA blast.  This will be a private ice time for Ironia families only.

Math Carnival – The Math Carnival will be held on Tuesday, March 16th from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the Ironia gym.  This is a free PTA sponsored event.  Registration form was sent out in PTA blast, please rsvp by 3/10/10.

In-House Field Trips – The following In-House field trips have been set up.  “Bugs” will be presented for Grades K-2.  For Grades 3-5 – “Earth Matters” and “Tales of the Garden” for Grades 3-5.

Science Days Program – Susan Redgate (Chairperson)
All Science Grade level programs will begin in March and volunteers will be needed.  Also please check PTA blast to see where Grade Level coordinators are needed.  Here are the Science Day programs per grade:
Kindergarten - April 21 - Five Senses/Animals

Ist grade – April 28

2nd grade – March 10&11 – Who Stole Mr. Bear?

3rd grade- April 14 – Making Paper from Pulp

4th grade- March 17 – Build it Festival (*date subject to change)

5th grade – March 24 – Microscopic Explorations

Habitat for Humanity – Donation boxes were put out during Winterfest.  Money collected was about $260.  Apparently there is a need for sheets, blankets and towels for Haiti.  Blankets and towels were purchased with the money collected and will be sent to Haiti.

District Events
Parent Network Committee –
Technology Support for Parents will be held on Thursday, 2/18/10 from 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. in the Center Grove Library.  This program will present how to protect your children, tracking computer activity, cyber-bullying and technology risks.  There will also be a question and answer session.

Round Robin Volleyball Tournament –

This event will be held on Thursday, 2/25/10 at 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the RHS Gym. (snow date Friday 2/26).  Various elementary teachers will participate.  Team Ironia has 19 staff members playing.  T-shirts have been ordered for the teachers.  Promotional items (pom-poms $1 and foam fingers $4 each) will be sold that night.  There will be a pep rally on Thursday, 2/25 at 2:30 p.m.for the students.  Miss Fano and Ironia Dad Rick Gangi will announce/commentate the game.  $2 fee to attend.  Only 400 tickets available as of today 325 have been sold.
PTA Council Fundraiser –
Ladies Night Out – March 5, 2010 at The Skylands at Randolph.  Basket Raffle will start at 6 p.m. Fashion Show will begin at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $55 per person for Sit-down dinner and fashion show.  Cash bar to be open.  Still looking for cash or item donations.  Thirty-seven teachers will be modeling and eleven children.  All proceeds will benefit the PTA Council Education Grant Program, Project Graduation and Scholarship Fund.

***********

Next PTA meeting will be on Wednesday, March 10th at 9:15 a.m. in the Ironia Library. BOE member Jeanne Stifelman – Chair of the Finance, Facilities & Transportation Committee will be the guest speaker.  Mrs. Stifelman and other members will be presenting the 2010-2011 Randolph Township School District Budget.  Please join us for an informative meeting.  Also absentee ballots are available if you are unable to vote this year.  Ballots can be found by the front door entrance PTA bins.
Dr. Copeland presented to the PTA meeting the sketch which was done by Collinson Brothers Landscaping of the outside area near the gym.  Dr. Copeland discussed the outdoor/classroom/teaching Habitat Area.  Collinson Brothers Landscaping prepared a draft sketch free of charge.  They have also done various work for us over the years, i.e. pavers in the courtyard. Dr. Copeland sat down with them and went over what he felt would be a teaching area and also a beautification of that area. We received back a proposal from them for $46,000.  The first phase (approximately $15,000) would entail the seating wall with steps and sitting area.  The PTA hopes to provide funding for the first stage.  The endeavor would affect all the grades for years.  Would fit in with the beauty of Randolph with nature.  As Collinson Brothers is not classified as a “vendor” we would not be able to get funded by school district.  The proposed sketch is available to see in Dr. Copeland’s office.  (Last year the PTA was able to fund everything the teachers requested through PTA or grants).

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 

