Minutes of Ironia PTA Meeting

January 20, 2010

Meeting started at 9:20 a.m.

PTA Co-President MaryAnn Spagnuolo –

Mrs. Spagnuolo introduced Board of Education member, Jeanne Stifelman.  Mrs. Stifelman is the Chair of the FFT (Finance, Facilities & Transportation) Committee.  Mrs. Stifelman thanked everyone for coming.  She came here today to Ironia’s PTA meeting to discuss the Budget Gap situation.  She explained how we got here and what we can adopt as a Community to get out of the “rut”.

Board of Education:  Budget Process Outline 2010 - 2011
The FFT Committee will present the tentative budget to the full Board and to the Public on Saturday, February 20, 2010 at 8 a.m. at the Randolph High School Library.

Mrs. Stifelman’s main concern is to get the word out to Vote on April 20, 2010.  If the Budget is passed by a majority, the budget will be adopted as the 2010/2011 budget.  If it doesn’t pass the budget goes over to the Town Council.  The Town Council in the past makes additional cuts to the budget.

Vice Principal’s Message –

Mrs. Mizelle discussed the Spelling Bee that took place last week.  Brooke Olson, a 4th grader won.  She will advance to the next level and represent Ironia.  Runner-ups were Hailey Nichols, Justin Linz & Stuart Backer.

Mrs. Mizelle also mentioned that the PAWS program started last Thursday.  350 kids are participating this year.  Everything went well the first day.  The only concern is the safety of the children at dismissal in the parking lots.  Mrs. Spagnuolo will try to get a safety officer from the Town here at Ironia on the days of PAWS to direct traffic in front of the school between 4:50 and 5:15 p.m.

Round Robin Volleyball Tournament –

This tournament will take place on Thursday, February 25th, from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. (snowdate: February 26th) in the Randolph High School Gym.  Ironia’s volleyball team is ready!!  Nineteen teachers have signed up to play.  T-shirts are being designed for the players to wear.  Due to the 1,600 seat capacity at the High School, each school will be given 400 tickets to pre-sell.  If there are any left after the pre-sale, they will be available at the door.  Snacks will also be available for purchase.  Two to three volunteers are needed that night from Ironia.  Tickets will be $2.00.
Teacher Representatives – Ms. Bourke and Mrs. Murphy –

The teachers mentioned that all the teachers are very excited about the volleyball tournament.  Also, as of today, 29 staff members are volunteering for Winterfest,  4-5 teachers will be modeling at the PTA Council Dinner on March 5th.  Tickets have been sent home with Thursday packet.

MaryAnn Spagnuolo received various emails with respect to the articles that appeared in the Star Ledger and Daily Record.  Apparently, Ironia was on the list for not meeting the State Standards with respect to the No Child Left Behind Act.  The newspaper does not present all the facts and criteria.   
District press release now available:  

http://www.rtnj.org/news.cfm?story=46745
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
