Minutes of Ironia PTA Meeting
June 10, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m.

Introduction of Superintendent Snyder:

MaryAnn Spagnuolo welcomed Mr. Owen Snyder, the new Randolph Township Superintendent to Ironia.  Mr. Snyder was approved by the Board of Education last Thursday.  Mr. Snyder is looking forward to this new position and discussed how his main concern is “Teaching Children” and making sure “our teachers are the best qualified teachers trained to be the best for the kids”.  He then discussed the “flu” that is going around the Middle School.  He said he would keep all parents posted daily on the number of children out sick.  He emphasized if your child is sick, please keep them out of school.  He also noted that a very thorough cleaning is taking place at the Middle School.  He hopes to finish the school year on a healthier note.

Rafiki Foundation:
Mrs. Trudi Mueller joined the meeting.  Trudi discussed how she will be traveling to Zambia, Africa for two weeks in the summer.  She showed a slide show of the Rafiki Foundation, an orphanage in Africa.  She will be joining her daughter, who is a teacher, to help the orphanage.  She mentioned that if anyone cared to give a donation she would see that it is brought to the Rafiki Foundation.  She thanked everyone for listening.
Committee Update:
Committee Chairs:  Scheduling is taking place for next year.  Please email irpta if you wish to continue in your position.  New committee positions will be available in the fall.

Welcoming Night:  Welcome Night will be held on Monday, August 31st from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  The night is for all new kindergarteners and new students to Ironia.  If you are interested in helping on this night, please contact Ann Keane.

PTA Blasts:  PTA blasts will go out over summer, probably in August with all the beginning of the school year information.

Ironia Elementary Cookbook:  “Cooking with Class” has arrived and has been delivered.  Still have copies available, if interested cookbook can be purchased for $12.  Twenty-two copies were given free to teachers who sent in recipes or had all their students submit a recipe.

Fundraising:
No-Cost Fundraisers:  No-cost fundraisers raised $6,351 this year.  They included Acme receipts, Box Tops, Panther Cash, Target and Tyson.

Services to Ironia:  Services to Ironia earned $2,559 which included Market Day, BJ’s membership, Photographer and fall and spring plant sale.

Total for both fundraisers is $8,910.  If anyone comes across a new fundraiser, please let the PTA know.

PTA News

Ironia Wish List:  Letter was sent to all staff asking what they would like to see for our school.  The list will be published in the fall.

“New” Book Sox Program:  Next school year the PTA will be selling Book Soxs.  It will be a service to families.  Book Sox prices are $1.50 - $2.00.  A variety of different styles will be available for the students next year.

The PTA will be purchasing a banner for the front of the building.  Parents who attended the meeting voted by using the Smartboard transponders.  “Welcome to Ironia Elementary School” will be displayed out by the front door.

Inside Ironia – Ironia PTA is considering “Going Green” and cutting down on paper.  Still cautious at this time to do only online.  Considering doing Inside Ironia once a month with continued email blast reminders.
Proposed Budget 2009-2010
The Proposed 2009-2010 Budget was presented at the meeting.  Vote was taken and the proposed budget was approved!  The PTA is proud to announce that through the generosity of our families and the hard work of our volunteers, we are able to fund an additional $26,000 in technology, programs and staff development.
Two proposals were presented:  

Proposal 1:

Technology – 12 laptops; 3 – classroom FM systems; Training for the new Lucy Calkins language arts program and remaining money to purchase 2 laptops for kindergarten classrooms.
Proposal 2:
Same as proposal #1 for Technology and Training, but in addition, turn the gym and cafeteria into a multi-purpose common area and purchase an overhead screen with remote control for the gym and a New Amp system (FM system) with CD/cassette for the cafeteria.  This would help when we have morning meetings in the gym and in-school field trips.
*Will try to have all items purchased and installed by September 2009.

Vote was taken and Proposal #2 won with a unanimous vote!!

Dr. Copeland announced that the 4th & 5th graders at Field Day won the Sportsmanship Trophy.  He was very proud of them and was very pleased that they received this award.

PTA Thank You:
PTA thanked all teachers and staff for a wonderful year.  Ms. Bourke and Mrs. Murphy were thanked for representing the teachers at the PTA meetings and for all their input.  PTA Presidents, MaryAnn Spagnuolo and Renee’ Reimer were acknowledged and thanked for all their hard work and dedication to Ironia.  PTA Presidents thanked all Board Members for their time and endless work.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.
