IRONIA PTA MEETING

OCTOBER 22, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 9:20 a.m.

Dr. James Sheerin, Interim Superintendent joined the meeting.  He asked parents for concerns and issues that they would like to have addressed.  He prepared a form with these issues and he said he would return with the answers and an update on these issues.
Dr. Sheerin also discussed the process of hiring a new superintendent for Randolph.

The Randolph School Board has hired a consultant to head the search.  Dr. Sheerin is helping the consultants by collecting information.  The Board would like to have new superintendent in place by July 2009.  They want to find the right person, an internal and external search is being done.  Dr. Sheerin also mentioned that he is not a “candidate” for this position.  He will continue to do “interim” and “consultant” work.
Dr. Sheerin will be back with what they have done and how issues were addressed.  Dr. Copeland and PTA thanked Dr. Sheerin for joining our meeting.

Dr. Copeland’s Comments – Discussed “pumpkin on the road”.  A pumpkin will be coming around next Monday to all classrooms for all children to get a chance to guess how many pumpkin seeds in pumpkin.  The 4th graders will sort and count the seeds.  There will be a winner from K-2 and 3-5.  Gift cards to Barnes & Noble will be given to both winners.

Updates-

PTA Membership & Directory – 453 registered Ironia PTA members (403 families & 50 staff). – 86%.  The PTA directory should be delivered by first week of November.

New PTA Committees – We will be doing Campbell Soup Label’s again.  Box will be set up in cafeteria.  Plan to buy recess equipment with points received from labels.  Will check with recess aides to see what equipment is needed.
Character Education – A committee has been established for this program.  Guidance Counselor will go into all classrooms and discuss topics.  There will be a new theme each month.  Some topics discussed “Treat others the way you want to be treated”, expectations of the students, what skills to be successful.

PTA Committees: Still need a Blood Drive Chair, Campbell Soup Labels Committee, 5th Grade Family Fun Chair and 5th Grade Performing Panthers Co-Chair.

Fundraisers:  Plant sale earned $650, Kidstuff – approximately $3,400.  Innisbrook - $10,000 estimate, Book Fair earned $1,669.  Panther Cash – earned $648.

Book Fair – PTA Presidents asked if there would be an interest in a Spring Book Fair.  Vote was taken.  Definitely an interest in a Spring Book Fair.  Discussion also took place maybe having a Book Fair during Winterfest and maybe having students attend at recess time when Book Fair is going on.
Family Portraits will be on November 1st.  Forms due back as soon as possible.  Ironia receives the $15 sitting fee.

PTA Council – PTA fundraiser tickets were sent home in last Inside Ironia.  March 6, 2009 will be Casino Night and Basket Raffles.  Will be held at MeadowWood Manor on Route 10 in Randolph.

Science Curriculum – New Science program has been put in place for all elementary schools.  Craig Valenti is the new science supervisor.  You can read all about the new curriculum (187 page document) on rtnj website.  PTA would like to supplement the science curriculum.

Ms. Bourke (Teacher respresentative) comments:  Teachers were very pleased this year with how organized all the Back to School Packets and Kidstuff books were delivered to the classrooms.  Will send out another reminder to teachers about joining the PTA.  Deadline for joining is November 30th.  Teachers seemed very interested in this years Barnes & Noble Night being held at the Ledgewood store.

Barnes & Noble Night – Once again this year we will have a night out at Barnes & Noble.  There will be teacher readings, bake sale, face painting, student artwork displayed (need to check with Ms. Tyroler on this) and Ironia will receive proceeds from all sales.  PTA is trying to get Fuddruckers to join in on the fundraiser.  Someone also mentioned The Barn.  May have teacher readings begin at 4:30 p.m. (easier for some teachers).  A flyer with all information will be found in Thursday packet.

Discussion regarding Computer Classes - A concerned parent approached Dr. Copeland with respect to computers/computer classes.  Inquired as to if children at Ironia were being taught computers and specifically basic keyboarding.  Dr. Copeland explained that in the past, Ironia had a computer lab and teacher (1 in each elementary) school to teach the students computer skills.  Then 2 computer teachers were eliminated (one teacher shared to 2 buildings).  At that point computers were going into the classrooms once a month tied to curriculum.  

Then this past summer elimination of computer teacher.  Skillls that were taught last year being taught in Library now.  The students are not learning to keyboard.  They are learning how to use technology for various projects.  There are 13 new laptops in Library.  Teachers can sign up for laptops.  Social Studies & Science curriculum use computers throughout the year.

Parents would like computer based curriculum to be taught.  A Committee will be formed to see what can be done.  Some ideas that were discussed, a rotating shift of parents helping out, whether more laptops are needed, buddy system with younger grades, maybe an after-school program with help from CCM college students.  Dr. Copeland noted that the school purchased 10 laptops for 5th grade.  Would like to create a “lab”.  Feels PTA should not fund computers.

Meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m. 
