Minutes of Ironia PTA Meeting of 9/17/08

The meeting was called to order at 9:20 a.m.

Ms. Fano’s Comments – Great start to the school year!  This Thursday (9/19/08) is Back-To-School Night for Grades K-2 and next Thursday (9/25/08) for Grades 3-5.  This year for Grade 1 there will be a “1st Grade 101” program which will start at 6:15 p.m. in the gym.  Ms. Fano also mentioned that both Dr. Copeland’s and her doors are always open and invite all questions and concerns.

PTA Closet – PTA Closet has been cleaned out and organized.  Everything has been labeled.  Please be sure to check closet for supplies before purchasing anything.  If using something, please put back in place.  Also, there are slots for all Committee Chairs, who have current activities going on.  Please be sure to check the slots.  Trudi Mueller has the PTA closet key.

Rugs – Grades K-3 have rugs in their classrooms especially for responsive class meetings each morning.  Grades 4 & 5 need new rugs.  Dr. Copeland received an estimate for the rugs.  PTA will contribute 50% to the cost, which would be $2,367.00.  A vote was taken and all approved.  New rugs will be purchased for 4th & 5th grades.

Student Health Cards/Reduced Lunch Forms – Student Health Cards were given out to Grades K-2.  There were not enough for the other grades.  Health cards will be sent home once they are received for Grades 3-5.  There was also confusion with the Reduced lunch forms as to whether they needed to be returned even if not interested in program.  These forms are required by the State to go to all families.  They do not need to be returned unless interested, hopefully next years forms will be updated and clearer.

Inside Ironia- Last year “Inside Ironia” was put on website to view.  Discussion of whether next year there should be an option of receiving the Inside Ironia on website only.  It would cut down on paper and easier to distribute to parents.
Recess Equipment - Committee Representative (Lisa Fantuzzi) will work with PTA, Dr. Copeland and recess aides to address what is needed for recess.  It was also discussed that an email should be sent out prior to October 6 (Randolph Clean-up) to parents to see if they have any equipment, games, etc. to donate.

Technology (Ms. Fano) – Each Homeroom has one Smartboard and one LCD projector.  One kindergarten Smartboard needs to be installed and five LCD’s need to be hung.  This will be done in the next two weeks.  Both the Library and the Science room have a Smartboard and LCD projector.  A number of Ironia teachers have received Smartboard training.
FM Systems for Classrooms -  Dr. Copeland and Ms. Fano are reviewing what is needed to have FM Systems installed in classrooms.  Ms. Fano went on to explain that the system kept the tone the same, even when moving around the classroom.  Microphones are also available for the students to use in class.  The FM System can also be hooked up with the Smartboard.  Remotes are also available for classroom use.
Teacher Grant Program -  Each year the PTA sponsors a Teacher Grant program.  Any Ironia staff member who is a member of the PTA is eligible to submit a proposal.  Information regarding the Grant program and to see where the money goes can be found on our website.

Halloween Details -  Looking for scout troops to decorate the Halloween route.  It will be the same route as last year with “staging” photo opportunity back on the playground.  There will also be a “seed counting” contest.  Barnes & Noble gift cards will be awarded to winners.  Memo will be sent home from Dr. Copeland with all the details.
Yearbook – Discussion has come up as to whether we should continue using Jostens or switch back to Lifetouch.  Lifetouch in the past was not very good with respect to downloading photos on internet, but now they can.  Lifetouch will be giving a presentation to the Yearbook Committee.  Discussion also on price and how big the book should be.  All agreed price should stay under $20.  Extra picture pages a great idea!
Room Parents - Need to have all forms back quicker this year due to 5th Grade Philadelphia field trip.  Room Parent Committee Chairs will pick room parents and schedule meeting by 9/26/08.  Asking parents to be understanding and patient.  In picking room parents, the Committee members try to be fair to all interested.

Budget Approval -  PTA Budget for 2008-2009 was handed out to all attendees.  Any questions should be directed to Beth Hart, treasurer.  Motion was made and seconded to approve the 2008-2009 Budget.
Fundraisers – Innisbrook Gift Wrap Fundraiser and Kidstuff Books are going on.  Ironia receives one-half of all proceeds.  We also have many no-cost fundraisers going on throughout the year including Acme receipts, Box Tops, Tyson, Panther Cash and Target.

Winterfest – Still working on date for Winterfest.  Possible dates are 1/24/09, 1/31/09 and 2/7/09.  Great opportunity to help out at Winterfest, usually 2 hour shifts.
Important Dates – On September 24, 2008 there will be a “Western Style” assembly for all grades.  October 13, 2008 will start the Scholastic Book Fair.  November 1, 2008 will be Family Portrait Day.
PAWS  Program – Thirteen classes have been confirmed.  Still looking for six more classes.  Forms will come out looking for more teachers.  This year there will be new classes including yoga and cooking classes.

Other Matters – Interim Superintendent, Dr. James Sheerin was unable to join us today.  We have asked him to come back at a later date.  He is visiting all the schools this year to hear from parents.  Also discussion was brought up about maybe doing an evening PTA meeting.  Form will be emailed to parents to take a survey (wiki) as to whether they would be interested in attending an evening meeting.
Dr. Copeland’s Comments – Dr. Copeland thanked both the PTA Presidents for doing such a great job in getting this school year off to a great start.  His goal when he arrived two years ago was to make Ironia the “best school” and thanked all teachers and parents for meeting that standard.

Next Ironia PTA Meeting will be October 22, 2008

Meeting adjourned at 10:35 a.m.
